
 
 

 

 

 

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT THE FEDERAL RESERVE STOPPING THE 
PRODUCTION OF PENNIES AND HOW DOES IT AFFECT YOU 

 
 
General Information 
 
Q: Why is the U.S. Treasury ending the production of new pennies? 
A: The primary reason is that it costs the government more to produce a penny than the coin is 
actually worth. The rise of digital payments has also reduced the public's reliance on cash 
transactions.  
 
Q: When will penny production end? 
A: The U.S. Mint placed its final order of penny blanks in May 2025 and will continue production until 
those blanks are used up, likely sometime in early 2026.  
 
Q: Are pennies still legal tender? 
A: Yes, all pennies currently in circulation will remain legal tender indefinitely and can still be used for 
cash transactions.  
 

What To Do With Your Pennies 
 

Q: Should I keep my pennies for future value? 

A: The vast majority of modern pennies are not expected to gain significant collector value. However, 

older or rare pennies (such as those minted before 1958 or with minting errors) are already of 

interest to collectors.  

 

Q: What are my options for using my existing pennies? 

A: You can: 
• Use them for cash purchases for as long as retailers continue to accept them 

• Donate them to charities 

• Hold onto some as nostalgic keepsakes. 

 


